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Re: Request for Review of Igniting Florida, LLC Lobbying Compensation Reports 

Dear Chairs Passidomo and Grall: 

This week, multiple media outlets reported that Commissioner of Agriculture and Consumer 

Services, Nikki Fried (“Fried”), filed late amendments to her 2017 and 2018 Financial 

Disclosure Forms revealing substantial increases in personal income from her lobbying firm—

"Igniting Florida, LLC.”  As a statewide elected officer, Commissioner Fried is required by the 

Florida Constitution to annually file a full and public disclosure of her financial interests.  Based 

on the amendments filed, she initially failed to fully and accurately disclose the full extent of 

her financial interests in 2017 and 2018. 

The new amendments filed last week publicly disclosed, for the first time, that Fried received 

$351,480 of income in 2018 and $165,761 of income in 2017 from her lobbying firm, 

which according to her disclosures she solely owned and operated before taking public 

office.  Her 2018 Financial Disclosure Form at first reported no income from her lobbying 

firm.  In January 2020, Fried filed an amendment reporting $72,000 of 2018 income received 

from her lobbying firm. Last week, she filed a second amendment reporting $351,480 of 2018 

income received from her lobbying firm. 

Igniting Florida’s primary client was San Felasco Nursery—which at the time held a medical 

marijuana license in Florida.  Fried’s marijuana lobbying client was later acquired for $65 

million by Harvest Health & Recreation, Inc., a vertically integrated cannabis company.  Fried 

reported on her 2019 Financial Disclosure Form that she owns $190,260 worth of interest 
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in Harvest Health & Recreation.  Both as a lobbyist and as Commissioner of Agriculture, Nikki 

Fried has promoted the interests of marijuana distributors. 

As you know, Florida law and Joint Legislative Rule 1.4 require lobbying firms that are engaged 

in lobbying the Florida Legislature to report their compensation received for each calendar 

quarter, both in the aggregate and for each individual principal. Much of the reporting is done in 

dollar categories, but if compensation from a single principal is $50,000 or more in a calendar 

quarter, a lobbying firm must report the specific dollar amount of the compensation, rounded to 

the nearest $1,000. Lobbying compensation reports are publicly available at: 

www.floridalobbyist.gov. 

The senior partner, officer, or owner of the lobbying firm must certify to the veracity and 

completeness of the information submitted and certify that no compensation has been omitted 

from the report.  (Joint Rule 1.4(1)(f)).  As the Senate Rules state, “[t]he certification brings 

every compensation report filer within the scope of potential criminal penalties in section 837.06, 

Florida Statutes, for culpable violations.”  Additionally, each lobbying firm must preserve for a 

period of 4 years all accounts, bills, receipts, computer records, books, papers, and other 

documents and records necessary to support compensation reports and registration 

documentation.  (Joint Rule 1.7(1)). 

The Senate and House Rules both provide a process for your respective Committees 

to investigate and review violations of the Rules regulating the conduct and ethics 

of lobbyists.  (Senate Rule 9.6 and House Rule 18.2).  Based on the multiple new amendments 

Fried has filed to her 2017 and 2018 Financial Disclosure Forms, and the extensive additional 

income she now reports receiving from her lobbying firm, there is reason to doubt whether 

Igniting Florida LLC’s lobbying compensation reports filed with the Legislature in 2017 and 

2018 were fully accurate.   

For example, based on publicly available reports, in 2018, Igniting Florida LLC reported to the 

Legislature ranges of legislative lobbying compensation for each quarter: 

Q1: $40,002- $69,997 

Q2: $20,001- $39,998 

Q3: $1- $9,999 

Q4: $0 



June 4, 2021 
Page 3 

Even on the high end of this range, Fried only reports $119,994 in annual lobbying compensation 

($219,988 in annual lobbying compensation if the high end of Legislative and Executive Branch 

lobbying compensation reported is combined)—far short of the $351,480 of income Fried now 

reports on her Financial Disclosure Form that she received from her lobbying firm in 2018.  This 

type of reported income to compensation disparity was flipped in 2017, where Fried’s latest 

amendment to her 2017 Financial Disclosure Form reports far less income received from her 

lobbying firm than lobbying compensation reported to the Legislature for the same year.  In 

2017, the range of legislative lobbying compensation reported by Igniting Florida LLC was as 

follows: 

Q1: $54,002- $73,998 

Q2: $52,001- $61,999 

Q3: $20,001- $39,998 

Q4: $30,002- $59,997 

On the high end Fried reported legislative lobbying compensation of $235,992, ($395,982 in 

annual lobbying compensation if the high end of Legislative and Executive Branch lobbying 

compensation reported is combined), and yet, her most recent Financial Disclosure amendment 

filed last week reported only receiving $165,761 in income in 2017 from her lobbying firm.  As a 

member of the Florida Senate and a CPA, I understand the importance of accurately reporting 

income—especially when it involves public disclosures required by our Constitution and 

Statutes—and these numbers simply do not add up. 

Based on the apparent discrepancies between Fried’s multiple amendments to her Financial 

Disclosure Forms and the lobbying compensation reports she filed with the 

Legislature, I request your Committees to use all available resources and powers to immediately 

review and audit Igniting Florida, LLC’s accounts, bills, receipts, computer records, books, 

papers, and other documents and records necessary to substantiate the compensation reported to 

the Florida Legislature and certified as true and complete by Fried.   

As you know, if your Committees find that there has been a violation of section 11.045, Florida 

Statutes, Florida law provides that you may report your findings to the Senate President and 

House Speaker, respectively, together with a recommended penalty, “to include a fine of not 

more than $5,000, reprimand, censure, probation, or prohibition from lobbying for a period of 

time not to exceed 24 months.” In addition, Florida law provides that anyone who knowingly 

fails to disclose legislative lobbying compensation amounts, or who knowingly provides false 
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information on any report—commits a noncriminal infraction, punishable by a fine up to 

$5,000. A final determination of any penalty would be made by a majority of each legislative 

body. 

We each hold positions of public trust.  In keeping with that public trust, Florida’s Constitution 

requires public officers to make full and accurate disclosures of their financial interests and 

Florida law requires lobbying compensation reports to be true, complete, and accurate.  Nobody 

is above the law, and it is the Legislature’s duty to ensure that the public’s trust is preserved in 

this regard. 

Respectfully, 

Joe Gruters 

Enclosures:  

Fried 2017 CE FORM 6 (filed June 20, 2018); 

Fried 2017 CE FORM 6X (filed May 28, 2021); 

Fried 2018 CE FORM 6 (filed July 1, 2019); 

Fried 2018 CE FORM 6X (filed January 30, 2020); 

Fried 2018 CE FORM 6X (filed May 28, 2021). 

cc: Jeremiah Hawkes, Florida Senate, General Counsel  

John Phelps, Staff Director, Florida Senate Committee on Rules 

Don Rubottom, Staff Director, Florida House Public Integrity and Ethics Committee 






























